It's the start of the school
m day ol Kensinglon Avenue
School in .‘1;‘;( ":‘];il"i.", Mass. In a Ist
grade special-needs inclusion class,
evaryone partnars up and exuberantly
sings: “Hello, neighbor, what do you
G.’l‘., t's F;f-l'ul‘ll‘} l'x-‘a 0O 'won :'Ib"l"“ll :'l:':-,' "
They swilch partners and continue

siNging until ever YyOone In the class has

bee

1 greeted.

Jown the hall, a Sth Qroce ¢ lass has
decided to grect cach other in Spanish,
OCCOMpX :!'wo’-:l l, ’n::_lll-f vEes ['-é-"_"b_— '_'!b_‘y
begin, the teacher asks, "What do wa
need to remember as we do this greet-
ing?" The studants respond; “We neac
Lo speak each other's names clearly.”
"“We need to do a soft h ah-five instead
of a slop.” “We need to moke eye con-
tact.” “OK!" the teacher says, “Who
wants to begin?”

Welcome to f“f_-nmuj‘ Meating, o 15-

to 30-minute gathering where teachers
and students welcome each other, shore

naws, have fun and prepara for the day

Building Community, Day by Day

ahcad. Over time, this daily routine car
Findit

help transtorm a group ©
nto a caring community of ke

Morming Mealing 15 part of the

Responsive Classrcom” approach to
teaching, which helps leachers create
anvironments where both social and
academic karming Lthrive, Cach meeln g

consists of four components

vel wgch olher

Greeting: Students gr

by name. | here ara many greeting
activities, including handshaking, sing-
ing. clo pping an d qresting in a ftarant

languages.

share information

Sharing: Students
about important events in thair lives. Lis
teners offer ermpathic comments or ask

clarifying questions

Group activity: All porlicipate in o

brief, lively activity that fosters group
cohesion, for example reciting o

poem, "_"n"x’rl’un‘; ;'-|4:y-|'n_; a word game
or singing.

News and announcements: Children

read the news and announcements

}

10% wrillesr he

che e Leacher

art oft ctivity that

cho en includes on o«
kﬁ lde ~laceran
JUNGS CIQ35ro0

torces academic skills

ym communily ond rein-
'he routines of Marning Meeting can

| ave Q LI(_!'.\‘_‘"L'! mmeacl on CQssroon

life e sense of community and the

habils ol v»_~;';-_‘._t|‘_ interaction mnform

every conve sation, evary acadamic

onflict or hard moment

teacher Tina Vo

tine natas, thea social --1““ thaot ch ﬂrﬁn

Az Kensington

learn during Marning Mecting - car-
ing, empathy, sell-control, respectiul
communication — aran't just important

n skills; theyre also important

l-_‘ lecarn more aboul Mornw 3 r'-"g--a.'.':-l'
or the Responsive Classroom” approact
Or fNe Kaspx Mve Liassroom approacn
o l'.".f‘.;hf!u. visel WWW.responsivecioss-

roOMm.org or « ol (BO0) 3606557
Lynn Bechtel
Nertheast Foundation for Children

Greenfield, Mass.

ACTIVITIES from teachers everywhere



Singing for Peace

gruesome violence with hornfying
headlines about the war in Iraq. my thoughts turned
to schaol. Like every teacher in America, our stoff
would be colled upon to answer difficult questions
from students. Our approach involved using music
and the orls as a woy Lo bring people together,

In addition to baing a speciol-education teacher,
1 olso am o musicion. Some frieads and | wrote a
song called "Reconciliotion.” which the school music
teacher and | rawrote for elemantary students. Two
4th.grode teachers wanted their classes involved.
and thus the Ventura Pork 4th-Grade Peace Proj
act Choir was born.

Our school counselor organized a schoolwide
art contest for the cover of our CD, which included
a song by our 6th-grade choir as well. Students
craated powerful images, then had opportunities
to discuss their arl with each other, their teachers
and the counselor.

The CD sold out in a matter of weeks The
artwork ramained on display at school for many
months. Parents and students donced together ot
a concert. "Reconciliation” could be heard play-
ing from booemn boxes in any given clossroom the
remainder of the year Wa gove 50 percent of the
praceads to the Americon Red Cross ond the other
50 percent to our own Positive School Climate
Committes, which strives to creote o peoceful
school atmosphere,

Our resolve to not only teach proce but to have
the students actively engoged in the spirit of com-
munity remains strong. We can only hope to give our
children o more peaceful world when we give them
the tools for craating and sustaining such a place.
Ben Sandler
Ventura Park Elementary School
Portland, Ore.

‘Reconciliatio
Sandler/Meyer/Recves

(Chorus)
The time has come
To reconcile our differences

Somehow

The time is now
To reconcile our differences

W hove the power

The time is now
No excuses are worthwhile
It's time to reconcile our diferences now

Owr differences make us strong
Teach us how to get along

It's time to reconcile our diferences now

Let’s compromise

I'll tell you why
Everybody sleeping under the same blue sky
Its time Lo reconcile our differences now

(Chorus)

We can agree on what is rght
Wa don't have to fuss and fight

It's time to reconcile our differences now

Wea are the future
We hold Lhe key
To all people living free
It's time to reconcile our differences now

(Chorus)

For a copy of the CD ($10).
contact ben_sandler@ddouglas k12.orus
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rom Chaos to Community

| was hired ta teach 6th
GRADES 6.8 2
grode three days before
school started ot such a large school
that fhr-y had formed il into uigh!
schocle-within-a-school. | had missed
the orientation and was disoriented. |
couldn't even find the copy machine.
The last thir g wonled o do was
model for students a chaatic begnning, so
| decided to spend much of the first manth
on community building, using ideas from
Wilkam Glosser's The Quality Schoal: Man
aging Studonts Without Coercion (Har per-
Colins, 1292 ISBN* O-06-006555 5)

First, | asked my studants to help me
brainstorm about the worst possible class
room they could imagine. What would it
look le, sound like and feel Ba? Then we
brainstarmed a second st ubout the best
classreom they could imagine

Whan these two lisls were done, |
slowly studied them in front of the stu-
dents. Quiatly, | mused, “So you th nk
this is what a quality classroom would
look like? Well, | know that | can give
you everything that you have listed
here.” | signed the piece of paper, mak
ing it o contract. Next, | asked il they
would like to come up and each sign it
as well. The brainstormed list became
an officiol document.

A fow days later, we brainstormed
another list: “What behaviors would
hurt or halp vs maintam ouwr quality
classroom?” We cateqorized items as
cither “hurting” or “helping.” From this,
we did o writing assignment where they
cracted a clossroom mission statement
and made pastars for the room. Now,

anytime a hurtiul statement is made, |

ACHING TOLLRANCE FALL 200

stand by the two lists and ask, “Is Lhis
hurtful or |‘u‘4||j:'|_||?'~
To reinforce helpful qualities, | ysad

the phrase “playing below the line.” In
one instance, | wrote the word “respon-
sibility™ — from the “helping” list — on the
board and underlined it. Just under that,

wrote, “playng below the line,” and we
talked about aspacts such as blarning,
being inattentive. making excuses and
gossiping. Above the word we listed

qualities like paying attention, being

h(‘.‘!pflll, rvf;:‘)p&rﬂhwi- ong pn_a‘;-'_nud, Now

Have ony good deas? E"up us 1 e ol soitor@iteochingtolerance.or

when a child exhibits any guality | say,
“Thonk you for playing abaove the line”
Or. "You are playing below the line.”
This language becomes their lanquage,
and | love it when | hear them use these
tarms oulside the classroom

lo leam more about William Glasser's
work go lo 'n'ww..«-gl'n,'.',r‘r:'nm o order
The Quality School: Maonaging Students
Without Caercion, call (A00) 899-0684.
Lisa Anderson
Hull Elementary School
Livonia, Mich.
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Write

for Us!

If you're involved
in a project that
successfully promotes

acceptance of diversity,

community-building,
peace and justice, tell
vs about it — and earn
some extra money in
the process.

Teache: essays (up to 1(
dascribe effactive
Progroms r

ance and diver

Activity Exchange items
':Ul" to 400 words) should
include concise i

on spec e ¢ llx‘;
15 F"Tld fe JCH A'n-_lw'.r‘ [‘-
chonge ite ublishad.

Longer lesson plans will be

our website.

Fees forweb o

from $200 to §¢

IwWaere ||‘||‘1L.Iﬁq ‘.'(‘:r

r manuscript to:

Teaching Tolerance
ATTN: S

400 Washington Ave

or p no

thé ac

Traveling Trunk: The History of Hate

Slave shackles, a mangled picce of the World Trade Center's south

tower, a video of a contemporary Ku Klux Klan rolly ond some chunks

of concrete from the Berlin Wall and Oklahoma City's Alfred P. Murrah Federal Build-

ing. Thase items are part of o mobile hands-on exhibil known os the Traveling Trunk.

olston Middle Schox

7th graders squirmed or sat wide-ayed as presenter Gene

Rosenberg disployed artifocts Lo recount stornies of everything from the Holocoust to

a recent cross-burning
What was weird about the video of Lhe Klan was o ittle girl singing God's prais

we” said one student, “1 don't think God would want them to do that, o hurt people.”
Educators and citizens concerned obout hate violence — both historic and recent

developed the tool kil, which features rec rable symbals of racial, ethnic and

religious persacution and hatred. Members of the Hate Crimes Working Group, o

FC"Q!‘.C‘.’;IF‘.': _l Knoxvil .- pyf_'-.p::_‘. ':]'n,:'n']o,- and the Knoxville division :'lf the FB {'](‘YVCI

oped the teaching aid

Middle school is a time when bullying s o predominant kind of behavior” said Tim
Wiegenstein, the guidance counselor who orgaonized the sessions. "As educalors, we
have to socialize them to deal with each other in positive ways”

Wiegenstein said the next step ot the schasl is bringing together peer mediators
ta discuss how young people con resolve Lheir conflicts peacelfully.

Quwni_»_-u;; coutioned students about the recruitment effarts of gangs and hate
qroups that target minors. He alzo noted that bullying is o form of Lerronsm; taunts
against children who are physically chollenged or younger, smaller or less physically
fit are not harmlass. He also challenged each student to carry out acts of kindness -
again and again - Lo understand how meaningtul each person’s actions are to others

After the Traveling Trunk visit, Carlos, a 13-year-old Holston student, said he
P anned to ’c_:'_‘- around '_n)d ry nol Lo n,:"»,-'nt and make sure that when | do not under
stond something to ask about it instead of assuming.”

For mare information about Traveling Trunk, visit wwwkorrmet.org/knohate/trunk
htrmd or call (865) 522-3004
Jeannine F. Hunter
Holston Middle School

Knoxville, Tann.
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New Kids on the Block

m My 7th-grade students were studying teen immigrants and the difficul

ties they sometimaes have transitioning inte American culture.

We used a nonfiction book written by Junet Bode colled New Kids on the Block:
Oral Histones u! lr-mng ant Teens (Scholastic, 1991, ISBN* O 590).44144-2) as the
groundwork to discussing what creates boundaries ot our school. (Some of our stu
dents are from the cullures in Bode's book )

First, each student worked with a partner and chose @ shorl oral history of an im
migrant Leen from the book, In their presentations, one studant was the interviewer,
while the other played the part of the immigrant Leen. This led Lo o discussion of what
separates students al cur middle schoo

The students then worked in groups of three or four Lo write survey questions obout
our school's social boundaries, We discussed the survey questions and chose the ones
that we thought would evoke the most honest answers from other students,

The students took copies of the survay to social studies teachers. The teachers
allowed the students to
oxplain the survey and then
monitor the class or answer
any questions while their
peers completad the survay.

My students returned
with the responses and pro
ceadad to tally their group
results. They combined all
of the group rasults and
created o bor graph on an
Cxcel spreadsheet to show
the information.

The students were sur
prised at the results, and Lhey
learned a great deal about
the students who ottend our
school. Many obhserved that
mudtiracial students are the
most lelt-oul group, which
also helped to heighten
awareness

Through these activities,

we were able to have a genu-

ine discussion about peejudica

racism and discrimination.
This activity was designed in support of the Mix # Up program (see page 53). For

additional activity ideas, visit www.mizilup.org/leachers.

Sally Butler

Mamaorial Middle School

Conyers, Ga,

Activity Exchange wes complled by JEFF SAPP - llustrations by JENNIFER HEWITSON



Holocaust Education: Pink Triangles

"These were worn by homosexu-
¢ls during the Nazi accupation f

Europe,” he explained. "Homosexual

were one of the first groups targetad
for extermination as part of Hitler's

nd schame t » pUr f‘, the human
pp—— My students had le .C] bt
ace. My students had learned about
the Holocaust, when Jaws and others
were forced to wear symbols identify-
ng them for extermination. Tt & | ink
triangle, however, was something new
for them.

o quell a tew pradictably immature

|

CTO ncivdingac -__u__-__».lq_- of young
nen who Hashed contemptiuous amilas
at the word "homosexual,” my quest

dentihe .'lll"~~I"v:- jay

to be homosexual

"I did not ‘choose
MY more than | chose to ber ' t-hond

ad or blue ayed,” he said. "1 have chosen

unushumed ond unafrad Lo foce

he world and, mara importantly, myself,

wilh .-«h(_n | am. And now onlo '},._- |v_A:.;r'_'"_'

He hod thear ottention.
The naxt day, | had to answer ques

om u few angry parents who

ted to know why their ch dren were

subjected to homosexual views in my
sroom.” One parent wanted to know

was gay and what my “agenda” was.
not, onag 'm tryl G to promote
tolerance,” | answered. She used words
e “pervert” and “abomination” to de
be a man she had never met.
or my students, my guest speaker
who happens to be a respaected pro
w ot a local ¢ '_-||»_4|_4'r:'l presentedc O
different picture. By putting a human
foce and a personality on what was, for
some, oniya c 1?0—-:';1':: Y, The fllF‘l‘H" Ces
they had faded. His hamosexuality be-
came u facel of his personhood rather
than an all-consuming definition.
\"\"‘A_'“ Lhe Closs ‘ anc app :n':'|
ad at the end of his talk, there was a
sSense _" l' JIrr Ll. one minor L:l_:”]ﬂ WOTI
in the war against intolerance
think I'll invite him bock next year
Daniel Kimber
Hoover High School
Glendale, Calif

For mora information about the
Nez: persecution of homosexuals
fram 1953 through 1945, visit the
(LS. Holocoust Memorial Museun’
website:

Exhibit (including 12 parts as
well as resources and a bibliogro
phy)k wwwushmmorg/museum/
exhibitfonline/hsx/

Pross kit (inchucling background
and a trnelnel wwewushmmaoeg/
museum/prass/kits/hax/bground htm

Or contact the museurn ab
Unitad States Holocaust
Memorial Museumn
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126
(202) 488-0400




