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Materials

Updates





INTO THE FILM



 

LESSON ONE

Objectives

Time and Materials

Framework

Before Viewing the Film

On the Day of the Viewing

STANDARDS
This lesson supports 
standards and benchmarks 
in Language Arts, Civics, 
Economics, Consumer 
Science, and Business 
Education. For a complete 
listing, see pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 7 AND UP



 

Closing Activity



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE
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LESSON TWO

Objectives

Time and Materials

Framework

Suggested Procedures STANDARDS
This lesson supports 
standards and benchmarks 
in Mathematics, Visual 
Arts and Life Skills. For a 
complete listing, see pages 
51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 7~10



 

Reconnecting to the Film



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE

EXAMPLE



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Increase in CEO Pay, Worker Pay,  
and the Minimum Wage1

1997-2007 (adjusted for inflation)

Between 1979 and 2003,  
Income Growth for Families Making...4

Access to Employer Benefits5

CEO PAY 
(annual)

LESS THAN 
$15/HR

LESS THAN $24,10
0

$24,10
0-$42,10

0

$42,10
0-$65,000

$65,000-$98,200

$98,000 A
ND U

P

$170,10
0 A

ND U
P

MIN. WAGE 
(hourly)

WORKER PAY 
(annual)

$15/HR  
AND UP

Includes minimum wage increase to $5.85 in 
2007.
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Pay and Actual Value of Typical U.S. Worker2 

Increase in Workers’ Earnings & Productivity3 

AVG. PAY 
2007

HOURLY 
EARNINGS*

AVG. VALUE 
ADDED TO 

ECONOMY, 
2006

PRODUCTIVITY

$29,500

$63,885

1%

60%

1From Executive Excess, http://www.faireconomy.org/files/ExecutiveExcess2007.pdf
2From Executive Excess, http://www.faireconomy.org/files/ExecutiveExcess2007.pdf and Key Indicators 
of the Labour Market, 5th edition, International Labour Organization.
3From Steven Greenhouse’s The Big Squeeze: Tough Times for the American Worker (Knopf, 2008) 4From Economic Apartheid in America: A Primer on 
Economic Inequality in the U.S., Chuck Collins and Felice Yeskel with United for a Fair Economy and Class Action (The New Press, 2005.)
5From National Compensation Survey: Employee Benefits in Private Industry in the United States, March 2007, U.S. Department of Labor , U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, and Economy’s Gains Fail to Reach Most Workers’ Paychecks by Jared Bernstein and Lawrence Mishel, Economic Policy Institute.

* Real wages, adjusted for inflation

RETIREMENT

HEALTH INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE

SHORT-TERM 
DISABILITY
PAID SICK LEAVE

CHILD CARE 
ASSISTANCE

In 2007, the median hourly wage for U.S. workers 
was $15.17, which means that half of workers likely 
fell into the “Less than $15 an hour category.”





THROUGH THE FILM



 

LESSON THREE

Objectives

Time and Materials

Framework

Procedures

STANDARDS
This lesson supports 
standards and benchmarks 
in Language Arts, Civics, 
Economics and Behavioral 
Studies. For a complete 
listing, see pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 7 AND UP



 

Extension Activity

Fast Fact:

Fast Fact:

Fast Fact: 



 

Fast Fact: 

Fast Fact: 



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Collective Bargaining: 

Industrial Action:

Political Activity:

Summarize the Importance of Unions to Workers



 

LESSON FOUR

Objectives

Time and Materials:

Framework

Procedures
Day One

STANDARDS
This lesson supports 
standards and 
benchmarks in Historical 
Understanding, Language 
Arts, Civics, and Life 
Skills. For a complete 
listing, see pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 9 AND UP



 

Day Two

Closing Homework Activity



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Farmworker Movement

CÉSAR  
CHÁVEZ

1965 1966 1967

Civil Rights Movement

MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.

1955 1959 1960

Independence 
Movement

MAHATMA 
GANDHI

1928 1930 1931

(page 1 of 2)



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE

1932-1934 1939-1941 1942-1947 1947

1961 1963 1964 1965

1968 1969 1970 1975

(page 2 of 2)
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EXAMPLE VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE

KING

CHAVEZ

GANDHI

Gained 
Independence

Gained 
Voting Rights

Gained 
Union Rights

Fasted

Fasted
Marched

Marched

Marched



 

LESSON FIVE

Objectives

Time and Materials:

Framework

Suggested Procedures

Standards
This lesson supports 
standards and benchmarks 
in Language Arts, Civics, 
and Life Skills. For a 
complete listing, see 
pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 7 AND UP



 

OPPRESSORS  
Perpetrators of Injustice

TARGETS OF  
OPPRESSION  

Working for Justice

ALLIES  
Working for Justice

Closing the Lesson



 

Example

Lesson Extension



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE

(continued)

(page 1 of 2)



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE

(page 2 of 2)





BEYOND THE FILM



 

LESSON SIX

Objectives

Time and Materials

Framework

Procedures
STANDARDS
This lesson supports standards 
and benchmarks in Language 
Arts, Civics, Economics, 
Business Education, 
Consumer Science, World 
History and Behavioral 
Studies. For a complete 
listing, see pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 7 AND UP



 

Take Action (Optional)

Closing Activity



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Boycotting Taco Bell, McDonalds, Burger King and Chipotle

Boycotting Coca-Cola

Boycotting Bonita Bananas



 

LESSON SEVEN

Objectives

Time and Materials

Framework

Suggested Procedures

STANDARDS
This lesson supports 
standards and benchmarks 
in Language Arts, 
Economics, Business 
Education, Visual Arts and 
Life Skills.  For a complete 
listing, see pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 9 AND UP



 



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE

Unmasking sexual harassment in the fields



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE

“Guestworkers” Sue Company, Saying They Were Deceived



 

GRAPHIC NOVEL SAMPLE



 

LESSON EIGHT

Objectives

Time and Materials

Framework

Procedures

Framework for Research

STANDARDS
This lesson supports 
standards and benchmarks 
in Civics, Language Arts 
and Behavioral Studies. 
For a complete listing, see 
pages 51-55.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVELS 8 AND UP



 

Paragraph One:  

Paragraph Two: 

Paragraphs Three-Five:   

Paragraph Six: 

www.splcenter.org/legal/ijp.jsp

www.splcenter.org/intel/immigrant.jsp

www.citizen.org/trade/nafta



HANDOUT VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

TEACHING TOLERANCE



VIVA LA CAUSA: THE STORY of CÉSAR CHÁVEZ and A GREAT MOVEMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE HANDOUT

TEACHING TOLERANCE

 3  2 1 POINTS

Position 
Statement

Supporting 
Information

Organization

Tone

Total Points
12–11 = A 
10–8 = B 
7–5 = C

4 = D 
3 = F

GRADE





 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

FARMWORKER MOVEMENT & LABOR
The United Farm Workers

www.ufw.org 

The Farmworker Movement Documentation Project

www.farmworkermovement.org

Student/Farmworker Alliance

www.sfalliance.org

AFL-CIO

www.aflcio.org

ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Immigrant Justice Project

www.splcenter.org/legal/ijp.jsp

United for a Fair Economy

www.faireconomy.org

Rethinking Globalization

www.rethinkingschools.org/publication/rg/index.shtml



 

NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE
MKGandhi.org

www.mkgandhi.org

Civil Rights Resources

www.teachingtolerance.org/resources

ANTI-IMMIGRANT/ANTI-LATINO BIAS
The Intelligence Project

www.splcenter.org/intel/immigrant.jsp

We Can Stop the Hate 

www.wecanstopthehate.org

The Line Between Us

 www.rethinkingschools.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
The César E. Chávez Foundation

www.chavezfoundation.org 

The Dolores Huerta Foundation

www.doloreshuerta.org 



 

CONTENT STANDARDS

BEHAVIORAL STUDIES
Standard 4: Understands conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among 
individuals, groups, and institutions

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

BUSINESS EDUCATION
Standard 35: Understands ethical concepts, including integrity and confidentiality, as 
related to the business environment

Grades 9-12

CIVICS
Standard 9: Understands the importance of Americans sharing and supporting 
certain values, beliefs, and principles 

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

Standard 13: Understands the character of American political and social conflict and 
factors that tend to prevent or lower its intensity

Grades 6-8



 

Grades 9-12

Standard 23: Understands the impact of significant political and nonpolitical 
developments on the United States and other nations

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

Standard 25: Understands issues regarding personal, political, and economic rights

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

CONSUMER SCIENCE
Standard 4: Understands how knowledge and skills related to consumer and resources 
management affect the well-being of individuals, families, and society

Grades 9-12

ECONOMICS
Standard 2: Understands characteristics of different economic systems, economic 
institutions, and economic incentives

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12



 

HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING
Standard 2: Understands the historical perspective

Grades 7-8

Grades 9-12

LANGUAGE ARTS
Standard 1: Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

Standard 7: Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of 
informational texts

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12



 

Standard 8: Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

Standard 9: Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual 
media

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

LIFE SKILLS
Standard 1: Contributes to the overall effort of a group

All Grades: 

Standard 4: Displays effective interpersonal communication skills

All Grades

MATHEMATHICS
Standard 8: Understands and applies basic and advanced properties of functions and 
algebra

Grades 6-8



 

VISUAL ARTS
Standard 1: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes related to the 
visual arts

Grades 5-8

Grades 9-12
 

Standard 3: Knows a range of subject matter, symbols, and potential ideas in the 
visual arts

Grades 5-8

Grades 9-12

WORLD HISTORY
Standard 45: Understands major global trends since World War II

Grades 9-12
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